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men. But judged in the light of subsequent events it seems
a poor climax to such a triumphant anabasis. The Persians
were compelled to retreat within the walls of Ctesiphon, and
'received many wounds upon their legs and backs' as they
did so. Yet in the Roman council of war which followed, Julian
made two surprising decisions. First, it was revealed that
his other army, which was intended to have descended the
Tigris and been joined before the capital, had been prevented
from doing so by the intractability of their Armenian allies,
and that on the other hand the Persian king himself was now
on his way to the relief of Ctesiphon with a vast army.

Julian therefore expressed his intention of abandoning the
siege, and marching eastwards against the mountain provinces.
His second decision was to destroy the fleet before doing so,
lest it fall into the hands of the enemy.

The army was extremely loth to comply with this last
command, and in fact their non-comprehension of Julian's
motive is condoned by posterity, for whom this burning of
the boats has become a classical example of military indis-
cretion. In extenuation one can only urge that his army was
all the time short of the twenty thousand men who were
required to manage the fleet, and that a return journey up
the Tigris would have been made extremely difficult by the
rapids above Ashur. In any case there seems to have been
considerable indecision about it, even on the part of the
Emperor himself ; for when the boats were-already in flames
an attempt was made to save at least a part of them. It was
not, however, successful, and when the fire died down there
remained only twelve small vessels which had been put aside
for use as a portable pontoon bridge.

Now Julian's march towards the mountains began, first up
the Diyalah river to Baquba, and then across the blazing
desert to the Jebel Harnrin. The Romans were exasperated by
mirages of moving troops, and scorched by the flames of
burning crops with which the Persians continually surrounded
them. At last Sapor's army appeared, to contest their passage
through the hills to Kirkuk, and a succession of indecisive
engagements were fought. On the Persian side there was a
considerable loss of satraps and elephants, but in the third
encounter Julian himself, who had discarded his cuirass
because of the heat, was struck by a spear which embedded